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ASTRAXEAR FISHIFG IAGS -- Pravaa, No 245, 2 Bep 49

The fall rishing season in the Volga-Oaspian area i@ in full ewing. Over
1,000 men and vomen have gene to the dolts and the sea to fish, Hovever, they
mave aiready begum Lo make ths Sa5S mictakes made duwing the syrinzg fishing
season vhen, dus to morganized work by the Trocessing-transport fleet, the
catch wis often dslayed, and part of the fish spoiled and was logt. The seimsrs
caught a great dea of fish, but the floating camneries were not able to rocelve
them all and sevsr_ . centners of fish had to be dwsped overboard, Mare time wvas
spent looking for ships to procass the fish than on fish catocaing.

In Augnst, of all the fish jrocessed by city fish plants during the fourth
S.day period, 19.2 percemt vere of thimM-greds quality and 164 centnars wore used
for rofuse. During the rifth S-day period, 559 comtners wore spoiled, - The
guality of the fish on floating fish canmery No 11, during thie time, was for
each 100 centners of fish received 17.k centners first-grade products, 13.4
centners seccnd-grade, apd the remaining 69.2 contnere either third-grade or
spoiled. Hearly the same situation axisted in floabing carneries Jo &, 5, and
others.

One may rightfully esk the lsaders of the AstraXhan organizations for viat
reaacn £ish are oaught in Astrakhan if, .ice they are caught, they are to be
destroyed and not peasrved.

Tne poor work done by tiw Volge-Cesplan Stats Fizh Torust
rocessing and preserving fish has became so customary that ssversl of its leaders
no longsr notiocs the trust'c shoricomings. The damage cost the state many mil-
lionm of rublss. In 2948, straight losses of fiah (fish lost due %o speiling o
lost dwring shipping, processing, snd Tressrving) paid for by the government
emounted tc nearly 60,000 centnerc. These grsat losces disturbed 1oeal leed-
dsrs only slightly. In 1949, lomses and spoilage of l‘gx-o‘lumm increased and were
sven higher than the losses for the corresponding 1948 period.
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In additian to this, Volga-Casplan Trust enterprises from year to yesar loss
many millions of rublse due to the increasingly emaller wer!-" = of £ish profusts
put out Ly them. The plan for first-greds products is never iulfillsd, In addi-
tion to the straight lossem of fish during the firet half of 1949, the Lk,300
cantners of fish which were partially aspoiled, not lesusd ascording to plam, or
of third-grade quality must be added.

This intolsrable situation can be explained only by ths basically wrong
attitude toward ths ypublic good and the obliviousness to gquality of products
exiating 4n tho Astrakhan fish industriss.

fhe Ministry of Fish Industry USSR in resstablishing and emlarging the
fish-~catching fleet 414 not bother to anlarge the procesalng flast at the same
time, As & result, a large gnp hms been croated betwaen the catching snd pro-
cossing of fish.

Ths Astrakhan Oblast Party Committee, slthough it should have, A1d not take
eny meagwrss to improve this situation, When the fall fishing smeason began, it
was discoversd thet nearly half the motorized and sailing fishing beats were not
ropaired. BEven now, many tons of processing-tranaport ships are not yarticipating
in the fishing season.

Other important question alsc wers not considered in preparing for the fall
Plshing sessem. At present, emterprises are feeling the lack of ice ~nd salt,
both of which ars abundant but which are not being brought to ths regione where
industry needs them.

The Astrakhan fish econamy organs have received repeated instructions from
the state to raise the quality of fish products, At the beginning of st these
questions were spacially discussed by the Buresu of Oblast Committee VEP(b), but
they were not studied thoroughly amd no concrete decision was acospted.

It 1s the duty of the state to look after industry's organization of work,
iis ecomamy, thrift, aixi quality of fish producte. The Astrakhan (blast Party
Comnittes should have ssriocusly occupied 1tself long ago with the Volga-Caspian
industries and with helping the fishermen and workers of ths enterprises to
fulfill the cbligations they have undertaker.,

FISH BASIN DEPLETZD -- Moskovekiy Bol'shevik, No 213, 9 Sep 49

In a lotter to the sditor, it was stated that fish resources in the Stalino-
&orsk Buain are baing nesdlessly deploted and that the situation should be remedied,

¥ive yoars ago, the Stalinogorsk Basin, formerly part of the Mcscow Fish
Trust wnder the Ministry of Fish Industry RSFSR, was given to the "Moskvougol'™
Combine. Since that time, fish resources in ths basin have been dsplated; fishing
has procesdsd as usual but the basin has not besn restocksd even once.

mm:mnm OF BAYKAL CONTINUES -- Komsamol'skeys Pravia, No 219, 16 Sep 49

The Bayknl Iimmology Statiop of the Academy of Sciences USSR is locatsd in
Listvyenka {Listvernicimoye), a settlement at the source of the Angara River
opposite the port and railrosd station Bayknl, The station han a large staff
of scientists -- geologlats, msteorologlsts, cheamists, and botanists -- vho
explore and study Iake Baykal. Among them is Prof Mikhail Mikhailovich Kozhov
of the Irkutsk State University imeni Zhdanov who hme under his tutelage studente
studying to be sclentists and research vorkers.
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It was once belicved that no merine 1ife existed 1n ths extremely cold and
doep water of Iaks Baykal., Soviet sciontiats, however, have discovered In it
soveral typlcal marine inhabitants and sven creaturee which have never been sesn -
voforv, They atate that lake Baykal crmtains 1,890 varietiss of living orgsnisms,
T0 percent cf which are pecullar to it.

Research expeditions of sclentists vorking at lake Baykal aro cenducted on
a flomting leboratory, In the ship's cabins are found white surglcal tables,
numerous test tubes, retorte, and nickel equipment, During the expeditiims, which
ugwally last several woeks, the ship serves &s both a home and laboratory for the
scientific workera. At this time, epecimens are gathered, the depth of the lake
meesured, and observations made. Specimens are hauled in by meens of a d.edge
which cen excavate to a dspth of 1,000 meters or more. At a certain depth, oom-
morceial Pich other than white fich are found. The lake also contains a large
smount of marine life which is eaten by fish; mollusks, however, seem %o be nog-
lected hy them.

Two unique organiems found Guring en expeditiun are a varlsty of goby pe-
culiar to Iake Baylml end the golomyanks (Comephorus). The latter, a transpersnt
fish without scales, 1s viviparous. Formerly, fishermen catching golomyankm would
throw it overboard sincs 3t spolls ue a result of the slighteet handling anld melts
in the aun because of 1ts high fat content. The Baylml gobles are important cam~
msrcinlly. The limology station has, for this reasom, studied them and developed
equimment and msthods of cetching them. At preesent, fishermen cateh and can gobles
in large quantitiss. In the near future, golemyanim will also be caught.

Work is being dons to introduce differont varieties of fish into Iake Bayml.
Some timo ago,Amur River carp were transplanted to &8 smell cove on the eastern '
shore of lake Baykal. After thoy spawnsd, they left and went out into the lake.
Swimming eingly in the lske, the carp could not breed. The behavior of the carp
remining in the cove 1s now being studied by cne of the scientific workers.

At the end of an expsdition the floating laboratory returns to Listvyanke
where the gobies, golomyankan, and other rere varieties of fish caught undergo the
most careful analysis. They are dissected, eviscerated, X-rayed, and at times
oven have their blood tested to detormine the family of fish to which thay belong.

PRIMORSKIY ERAY AHEAD CF PLAN -- Krasnaya Zvezda, No 199, 24 Aug 49

Vladivostok -- Primorskiy Kray fishermen have achieved great successes thie
yoar, The Main Administration of Primorskiy Eray Fish Industriss has already
completed the year plan for camning, and the cantries have completed the Five-
Year Plan,

The Zattinskiy Plant, oue of the foremost, completed the Five-Year Flan on
11 July, end produced twice ac much as was spscified in tho plan.

NEV FISA PLANT BUILT NEAR GUR'EV -- Kazakhstenskmye Pravda, No 182, 17 Sep 49

Gur'ev -- The Ural-Caspisn State Fish Trust is constructing a new coustal
fish plant located 25 Xllomaters from Gur'ev wiaere the Urel Mountains meet the
Caspian Sea. Thrase ome-batch salting establisiments for 30,000 centners of
fish, three storage shops, and storshouses for ralt, tare, and stock have alreedy

been erscted. Racks for producing sun-dried fish products have also been fnutalled.
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The nev plant 1s mamed "Damba.” Eo far, it hds tw‘domitomg.gg for workers,

an elsctric pgver plant, a éstore, and a &lspensary. A clib, bathhotse, and & mess
Ball are uplder copstruchiion, There ie alsc & 7T-year school and 2 public radio

reception and distribution cenber.

‘At present, workers are preparing %o eceive £ish rrom the fall-winter catch.
Salt, tare, and stock ars being brought in. .
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